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Bible Study Tips:  
The Bible records God’s special dealings with humankind.  The Bible 
does this in the form of detailing God’s commitment to and 
relationship with Adam and God’s subsequent covenant with Noah, 
Abraham, David, Moses and Israel, and the Church. 
 
These recordings are broken out into two basic parts: Old Testament 
and New Testament.  In addition to these two basic parts, the Bible is 

comprised of the following types of writings:   
Old Testament – Law/Torah, History, Wisdom, Prophets (Major and 
Minor) 
New Testament – Gospels, Epistles/Letters, Prophecy 
The Old Testament, in its simplest terms, can be referred to as the 
Hebrew Scriptures, since it was originally written in Hebrew.  The 
New Testament was originally written in Greek.  

Scipture or the written form of God’s special dealings with 
humankind, for the early Church or 1st century Christian was the 
Septuagint.  The Septuagint was the translation of the Hebrew 
Scriptures into Greek. 

When Jesus came and when the church was first being built as the 
disciples moved from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and to the ends 
of the earth (Acts 1:8), Scripture was the Septuagint and there was no 
immediate plans to record/write what we know today to be the New 
Testament.   

The Good News of Jesus was delivered orally and done with the 

Septuagint as its backdrop and only form of written scripture.  First 
century Christians believed Jesus was coming back immediately and 
that they were living in the last days.  Why write for future generations 
if you believe you are living in the last days and Jesus’ return is 
imminent?  

Letters/Epistles were the first to be written by the Church and they 
were written specifically to address problems, answer questions, and 
ready the Church for Jesus’ imminent return.   
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Readings: Revised Common Lectionary Year C  
1st Sunday 

 Lamentations 1:1-6 

 Psalm 137 (UMH 852) 

 2 Timothy 1:1-14 

 Luke 17:5-10 

2nd Sunday 

 Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 

 Psalm 66:1-12 (UMH 790) 

 2 Timothy 2:8-15 

 Luke 17:11-19 

3rd Sunday 

 Jeremiah 31:27-34 

 Psalm 119:97-104 

 or Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 

 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

4th Sunday 

 Joel 2:23-32 

 Psalm 65 (UMH 789) 

 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

 Luke 18:9-14 

5th Sunday 

 Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 

 Psalm 119:137-144 (UMH 840) 

 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 

 Luke 19:1-10 

 
Closing Questions/Reflections at the close of each Sunday School: 

1). What has today’s Sunday School lesson taught you about God?  
2). What has today’s Sunday School lesson taught you about humanity 
and yourself?   
3). How is today’s Sunday School lesson inspiring and challenging you 
to love others?  
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Lesson 1 –  1st  Sunday  
Reading Summaries: 

Lamentations 1:1-6. The destruction prophesied has come. 

Jerusalem and the temple are in ruins. Exile from Jerusalem and 

Judah has begun. The prophet gives voice to the people’s lament: 

"Her foes have become her masters… because the Lord has made 

her suffer for the multitude of her transgressions." 

Psalm 137. One of the most painful of all the psalms and a fitting 

and realistic response to the first reading. 

2 Timothy 1:1-14. Paul's greeting and opening exhortation in the 

second letter: Remember who you are, rekindle the gift in you, 

don't be afraid. There is no shame in suffering when it comes from 

trusting and obeying the Lord. 

Luke 17:5-10. Jesus teaches on faith and status. The disciples ask 

for more faith; Jesus says they need a different kind. They appear 

to want to be treated as equals of powerful persons; Jesus tells 

them to regard themselves as slaves who can’t be sold for profit. 

Their one task is obedience. 

 

Read Lamentations 1:1-6. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality? 

Read Psalm 137. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality? 

Read 2 Timothy 1:1-14. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality? 

Read Luke 17:5-10. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality? 
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Lesson 2 –  2nd   Sunday  
Reading Summaries: 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 “After the Disaster,” “Work for the Good of 

the City.”  "Build houses ... plant gardens ... take wives ... multiply 

there .... Seek the welfare of this city where I have sent you into 

exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its [Babylon's] 

welfare you will find your welfare." 

Psalm 66:1-12 (UMH 790) Praise in the midst of trouble. Only 

verses 8-12 apply to the period of the exile (sacrifices would not 

have been possible then because the Temple was destroyed).  

2 Timothy 2:8-15 “Leaders Persevering,” “Don’t Let Suffering 

Deter You.” "Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead ... the 

word of God is not chained ... the saying is sure: If we have died 

with him, we will also live with him; if we endure ... if we deny ... 

if we are faithless ..." 

Luke 17:11-19 “Keep on…” “Keep on Healing All.” We hear of 

the cleansing of ten lepers and the thanks of the one who is a 

despised foreigner. 

  

Read Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality 

Read Psalm 66:1-12. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality  

Read 2 Timothy 2:8-15. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality  

Read Luke 17:11-19.  

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality  
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Lesson 3 –  3rd  Sunday 
Reading Summaries: 

Jeremiah 31:27-34 “After the Disaster” Week 3: “Hope.” 

God promises a day will come when the exiles would return 

to their homeland and live under a new covenant — "I will 

put my law within them and I will write it on their hearts; 

and I will be their God." 

2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 “Leaders Persevering” “Teaching the 

Scriptures.”  "Continue in what you have learned ... all 

scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness. 

Proclaim the message ... do the work of an evangelist." 

Luke 18:1-8 “Keep on…” “Keep on Praying.” The 

persistent widow and the unjust judge: "Will not God grant 

justice?" "When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 

earth?" 

  
Read Jeremiah 31:27-34. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality 

Read Psalm 119:97-104 or Psalm 19. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality 

Read 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality 

Read Luke 18:1-8. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality 
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Lesson 4 –  4th  Sunday  
Reading Summaries: 

Joel 2:23-32. “After the Disaster” “Promise.” Though Joel was 

likely written before the exile and addresses the devastation caused 

by a plague of locusts at that time, today’s reading has also be seen 

as offering the promise of hope to exiles who have returned to see 

their land in ruins. 

Psalm 65 (UMH 789). A psalm of thanksgiving for fruitful times, 

especially for a successful harvest.  

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18. “Leaders Persevering” Week 4: “Live as 

a Libation.” The series in II Timothy concludes with a call for 

leaders to follow Paul’s example of living as a libation, pouring 

themselves out as a sacrifice to God. 

Luke 18:9-14 – “Keep on…” Week 4: “Keep on Trusting in God’s 

Mercy.” A religious leaders prays: "God, I thank you that I am not 

like other people...." A tax collector: "God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner."  

Read Joel 2:23-32. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality 

Read Psalm 65. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality 

Read 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality 

Read Luke 18:9-14. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality 
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Lesson 5 –  5th  Sunday 
Reading Summaries: 

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 “After the Disaster” “Wait”-- The 

prophet is appalled at destruction, violence, and perversion of 

justice, wondering whether God is listening or even cares. God’s 

reply: “Write the vision, and wait for it.” 

Psalm 119:137-144 (UMH 840) The juxtaposition of the 

submission in this Psalm and the outrage in Habakkuk is striking. 

This Psalm is not a “solution” to the prophet’s cry, but rather a part 

of a spectrum of responses reflecting trust in God in the face of the 

reality of continued violence and injustice around us. 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, [5-10], 11-12. Paul greets the 

Thessalonians, expressing thanks for their growing faith and their 

love for one another even in the face of persecution. He assures 

them of his prayer that they be worthy of God's call and continue 

to grow in faith so that Christ may be glorified in and through 

them. Verses 5-10 are added in brackets because they are not in the 

lectionary. 

Luke 19:1-10 “Keep on…“Keep on Seeking and Saving the Lost.” 

Jesus says to Zacchaeus, a tax collector, "Today salvation has 

come to this house.” 

Read Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality 

Read Psalm 119:137-144. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality 

Read 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, [5-10], 11-12. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality 

Read Luke 19:1-10. 

1. Share your thoughts about this text? 

2. What does this text say about God? 

3. What, if anything, does this text say about humankind? 

4. How, if at all, does this text speak to your present reality? 


